An unusual cause of hemolysis in a patient with an aortic valved conduit replacement.
Hemolytic anemia is a well-known but uncommon complication in patients with prosthetic heart valves. It is most commonly a result of prosthetic valve dysfunction, periprosthetic valvular regurgitation, or both. We report a case of a 41-year-old man who had a previous aortic valve and root replacement for acute proximal aortic dissection, now presenting with hemolytic anemia. This was a result of flow obstruction at the distal anastomosis of the aortic conduit by the presence of multiple dissection flaps resulting in severe flow turbulence. Although the pathology was at the blind spot for transesophageal echocardiography, the dissection flaps, the flow turbulence, and the degree of obstruction were well-demonstrated by this technique after careful manipulation of the probe and a high index of suspicion.